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The Entrance Rite 
Shall We Gather at the River 
1 Shall we gather at the river, 
Where bright angel feet have trod; 
With its crystal tide forever 
Flowing by the throne of God? 
Refrain 
Yes, we'll gather at the river, 
The beautiful, the beautiful river; 
Gather with the saints at the river 
That flows by the throne of God. 
2 On the margin of the river, 
Washing up its silver spray, 
We will walk and worship ever, 
All the happy golden day. [Refrain] 
3 Ere we reach the shining river, 
Lay we ev'ry burden down; 
Grace our spirits will deliver, 
And provide a robe and crown. [Refrain] 
4 Soon we'll reach the shining river, 
Soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
Soon our happy hearts will quiver 
With the melody of peace. [Refrain] 
The Passing of the Peace 
Officiant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Sentence of Scripture (Epiphany) BCP 76 
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness 
of your rising. Isaiah 60:3 
The Gathering Prayer 
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to 
us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you place the 
Gospel in the center of this sacred circle through which all of 
creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous 



and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with respect and 
commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you are God, now and forever. Amen. 
(A Disciple’s Prayer Book) 
Confession of Sin BCP 79 
Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen 
Officiant: 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in  
eternal life. Amen. 
Invitatory and Psalter 
Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
Antiphon (From Epiphany through…) BCP 81 
Officiant: The Lord has shown forth his glory: 
People: Come let us adore him. 
Venite Psalm 95:1-7 BCP 82 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 



Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
Antiphon (From Epiphany through…) BCP 81 
Officiant: The Lord has shown forth his glory: 
People: Come let us adore him. 
Psalm 29 Afferte Domine BCP 620 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders; * 
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare. 
9 And in the temple of the Lord * 
all are crying, "Glory!" 
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson Genesis 1:1-5 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 
of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
Officiant: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 
The First Song of Isaiah Ecce, Deus BCP 86 
Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
and he will be my Savior. 



Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, * 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The Second Lesson Acts 19:1-7 
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the 
interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did 
you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not 
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” 
They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in 
Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had 
laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them. 
Officiant: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 
Canticle 21 You Are God BCP 95 
You are God: we praise you; 
You are the Lord; we acclaim you; 
You are the eternal Father: 
All creation worships you. 
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
The glorious company of apostles praise you. 
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you; 
Father, of majesty unbounded, 
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 
You, Christ, are the king of glory, 
the eternal Son of the Father. 
When you became man to set us free 
you did not shun the Virgin's womb. 



You overcame the sting of death 
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
You are seated at God's right hand in glory. 
We believe that you will come and be our judge. 
Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
bought with the price of your own blood, 
and bring us with your saints 
to glory everlasting. 
 
The Gospel Lesson Mark 1:4-11 
 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Officiant: The word of the Lord. 
 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon  
The Renewal of Baptismal Vows  
Celebrant: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus 
Christ?  
People: I do.  
Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father?  
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? People I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  



Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  
Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  
Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  
Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being?  
People I will, with God’s help.  
The Celebrant concludes: May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of 
sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
The Prayers 
Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 97 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
Suffrage B BCP 98 
V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your name for ever. 
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain 
Collect for First Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of our Lord 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River 
Jordan did proclaim him thy beloved Son and anoint him 
with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his 
Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly 



confess him as Lord and Savior; who with thee and the same 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 
A Collect for Sundays BCP 98 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of  
the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this  
day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week  
to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our  
Lord. Amen. 
A Prayer for Sound Government BCP 821 
O Lord our God, bless the leaders of our land, that we 
may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to 
other nations of the earth. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care. 
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors 
of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative 
authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their 
duties. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our 
laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and 
foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to 
fulfill our obligations in the community of nations. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding 
and integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and 
justice served. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to 
accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they 
may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for 
the well-being of our society; that we may serve you 
faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name. 
For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as 
head above all. Amen. 
The people may offer their own prayers and thanksgivings at this time, either aloud or in 
their hearts. 
The General Thanksgiving BCP 101 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  



for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP 102 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Announcements 
Dismissal BCP 102 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Romans 15:13 
 
THANKS TO ALL WHO ASSIST with everything it takes to provide community worship on 
Sunday mornings! 
Upcoming Services: 
1/17 The Rev Dan Buchin officiating 
1/23Morning Prayer 
1/30 Morning Prayer 
Upcoming Events: 
1/17 Vestry meeting 
1/24 Bennet Linden’s birthday 
1/31 Sue Burke’s birthday 
Saints celebrated this week: 
There are none 
Common prayers with uncommon results this week for: 
CONTINUED PRAYERS: Bob Welke; Bobbie; Sue Burke; Ed & 
Audrey Johnson; Joyce Johnson; Bob Bird; Donna Tomecek-Schiller; Jamie & Marvin; Jill 
Holden; Julie Wilkins; John; Donna Hanes; Kevin Cuyler; Chris Smith; Nancy Buchin; Harriet 
Woodby; Scott Johnson; Melissa Berger; Kristin & Matthew; Sam & Cam; Jordan; a woman 
with cancer; Sharon & family; Steven Stemkowski; Darren Baker; Frank Leahey; Lloyd, 
suffering from lung cancer; Caty Smith; Jim Barancin; Single mom with health issues, whose 
boyfriend is in the Army; Jon; Patricia Stricker; Lisa Hinskey’s family; Jennifer; Sabrina & 



Kalee; Ms. Butler; total surrender; Bud Leafdale; Jessica’s aunt; John Martin; Margaret 
Grose; our community; job recovery; Darrien Baker; Baby D; Randy Gilchrist; Joyce 
Matthews’ husband, Arnold; Paul Barth; Linda Hesselink; Terry Johnson; Carrie Cook; Lily 
& Violet; Margaret; Al Ellerholz; Vicki Hesse; Beth Rowley; Eric Travis; Kim Pratt; 
PRAYERS FOR the unemployed, homeless & disenfranchised 
IN HARM’S WAY our service men & women suffering from PTSD 
CYCLE OF PRAYER: Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael Curry, Presiding 
Bishop; Bonnie Perry, our Bishop; 
Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, 
ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P Kreiss, ELCA Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Craig A 
Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; our Diocesan retired community 
household; Our Diocesan household; St Paul’s, Lansing; All Saints’, Brooklyn; St Matthew’s, 
Jalongo, DR 
We welcome you to Christ Church, and look forward to meeting together in person for 
worship & fellowship when the pandemic is over! 
THE VESTRY OF CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Pastor The Rev. Dan Buchin 
Senior Warden Todd Johnson 
Treasurer Joyce Holden 
Clerk Sam Abraham 
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